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An Introduction to 
Hayleôs new Mayor 

I was born and grew up at St Ives 
attending what was then The St 
Ives Secondary Modern School at 
the Belyars. 

From leaving school I trained as a 
carpet fitter working for BW Knights 
and Sons for a number of years. 
During my first year 1976, my 
mentor was also a retained 
firefighter and  that sweltering 
summer  I spent many an hour sat 
in the old fire station waiting for him 
to return from one of the many 
gorse fires that the County suffered 
that year.  
It was then that  I gained a passion 
for the fire service and wanting to 
make it a career, firstly when I 
became a retained firefighter at St 
Ives and then I was fortunate to be 
selected as a wholetime recruit 
firefighter in Cornwall Fire Brigade 
where I served a total of 32 years at 
various locations throughout the 
County. 

I am married to Suzanne (formerly 
Suzanne Clatworthy) who is Hayle 
born and bred, and we have lived at 
Penmare Terrace for the last 26 
years. Together, we have four 
children and six grandchildren, 
soon to become seven. 

I feel honoured and very privileged 
to have been elected as Mayor of 
Hayle. I thank my fellow councillors 
for their support and, to Suzanne 
my wife in agreeing to become 
Mayorôs Consort.  

I wish to pay tribute to all of the 
hard work undertaken by our former 
mayor, Clive Polkinghorne during 
the time that he has held office, a 
period that went on a year longer 
than expected because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic spreading 
across the country. And of course 
when thanking Clive we must also 
be thankful to Sue, Cliveôs wife for 
her support to him during that 
period. 

The last 14 months since March 
16th  the date of the first lock down 
have certainly been challenging for 
us all in our lives, for the Council 
that has been no different. We have 
had to re-think the way we work, 
the way we hold meetings and how 
we have communicated with each 
other. It has presented Ellie our 
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Town Clerk and her team some 
challenges to overcome but 
overcome them they have. Without 
her dedication and that of her team 
I think as a council we may have 
found delivering or even 
maintaining services even if they 
were a reduced service, almost 
impossible. So I very much would 
like to place on record my thanks 
and the thanks of the whole council 
for their efforts.  

As I write this message, the 19th 
July 2021, a day some are calling 
óFreedom Dayô I want to put on 
record the Councilôs thanks to our 
community, for all front-line staff 
who have been going to work every 
day to provide the service that they 
deliver. NHS staff, care workers, 
shop workers, public service 
workers, far too many to list but all 
equally as important. To the 
volunteers and  organisations within 
our community who have assisted 
in providing help to those who have 
needed it, by collecting shopping, 
picking up prescriptions, providing 
and delivering meals and 
supporting the food banks to 
ensure food has been available for 
those in most need. 

Iôve said it before, but a simple 
óThank youô will never seem 
enough, but I am extremely proud 
of our town and its community, the 
people within it and the care that 
has been shown by them. 

As we continue to come out of the 
Covid-19 restrictions, I ask that we 
are understanding and tolerant, 
people have been affected by 

Covid in many different ways and 
the speed we individually start to 
recover may also be at a different 
rate. 

Priorities for me during my period 
as mayor will be to promote and 
raise awareness of local housing 
needs, to raise the awareness of 
the public to the work and services 
provided by our council, including, 
hopefully by extending and 
enhance our existing facilities 
specifically the library and the 
provision of services offered.  
I give you all an assurance that with 
the support of council colleagues I 
will do my best in representing and 
promoting Hayle. 
 
 Steve Benney 
 



5 

Council Corner 

August and 
September 2021 

Hayle Town Team 
and Funding Bids 

The Town Team has been meeting 
regularly since January and has 
been focussing on projects for the 
town. To date, it, via the Town 
Council, has applied for three 
funding pots. We are currently 
waiting to hear about two of the bids; 
Town Revitalisation Fund and the 
Welcome Back Fund and 
unfortunately the third, Community 
Renewal Fund, was unsuccessful. 
All three funds were made available 
with a view to attracting people and 
an increased footfall into the town 
post the pandemic. We will be 
working on other bids and initiatives 
as they become available with a 
view to bringing much needed 
money into the town. 

The Town Team meets virtually on 
the first Wednesday of each month 
at 7pm and it is open to all. We will 
welcome input from representatives 
of community groups, local 
businesses, and residents. Please 
contact the Town Council office if 
youôd like to get involved. 

Proposed Town Council 
Relocation                                   
The Town Council has been working 
on a scheme to relocate its 
administrative offices and Council 
Chamber from Hayle Community 
Centre to the townôs library on 
Commercial Road.  The proposal 
includes plans to extend the existing 
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library building to accommodate all the 
administrative and library and 
information service teams under one 
roof, creating one municipal building. 
A large meeting space is planned 
which by can be utilised by the 
community and library users, for 
things like Rhyme Time, and which 
can double as the Councilôs meeting 
chamber when necessary. Offices will 
be built on the first floor. 

The Council is planning on holding a 
formal consultation, at the library, 
which will include a display of the 
library with the plans in the coming 
weeks. Councillors will be available to 
answer questions and hear your 
views. Please keep an eye on the 
website, social media and 
noticeboards for the confirmed details 
and dates. 

Floral Displays                                      
The Town Council wants to publicly 
thank Hayle Plants, who donated 
plants for the wonderful display at the 
Logganôs Moor Roundabout, which 
CORMAC planted, and Hayle in 
Bloom for filling the whole town with 
wonderful flower displays. We are all 
so pleased with the displays and 
community spirit which has 
undoubtedly brought joy to so many 
people. Unfortunately, some of these 
displays have been the target of 
vandalism and/or theft, and these 
instances are now being followed up 
by the local police. Thankfully, once 
again the town has rallied and most of 
the areas have been reinstated to their 
former glory, with special thanks to 
West Cornwall Plastics and Kehelland 
Trust for their contributions. By the 
time this goes to press Hayle will have 
been visited by the Britain in Bloom 
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judges and, hopefully, they too will 
have appreciated the kind donations 
and all the volunteers and our 
gardening teamôs hard work. Sincere 
thanks to you all. 

Tour of Britain                                              
As mentioned in the last edition of 
Council Corner, the Tour of Britain 
cycle race will be sprinting through 
Hayle on Sunday 5 September. The 
Town Council has invited all the local 
schools to get involved with our art 
competition, with a cycling and/or 
black and white theme ï the official 
colours of the Cornish part of the 
tour.  We are hoping that the art will 
be displayed in shop windows and in 
the library and in other key areas 
along the routes. If you are a shop/
business owner, please let us know if 
youôd like to display some of the 
artwork ï we know the children and 
their families will love to see them 
publicly displayed!                                             

We are still working on other plans 
but do let us know if you have any 
ideas for events and/or displays, 
building on the cycling, black and 
white theme for the town. We are 
conscious that there will be lots of 
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media attention and we are hoping 
to showcase Hayle at its very best.  

Hayle Town Council 
Hayle Community Centre 
58 Queensway 
Hayle 
TR27 4NX 
01736 755005 
info@hayletowncouncil.net 
www.hayletowncouncil.net 
Office hours 9.30am ï 12.30pm 
 

HAYLE 
PUMP 
WANTS 
YOUR HELP 

Weõre looking 
for someone to 
spend whatever 
time they have free to help find 
news stories or write up some 
short articles for future editions 
of the Hayle Pump. 

Anyone can submit an article to 
the Pump for our consideration, 
but weõd like to have at least one 
person regularly keeping their eye 
on the ground. If thereõs an event 
coming up in town or some 
newsworthy story thatõs occurred 
recently, we would like to know, 
and itõll be very useful to us if 
thereõs someone actively looking 
for content to go in the Pump. 

If youõve fancied yourself as a 
roving reporter and want to have a 
go, weõre flexible, just contact the 
editor at editor@haylepump.org.uk 
and weõll have a chat. 

 


